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“I know it is not cheap to come
on a mission trip to Alaska,”
Jerry Simpson, the Alaska
Mission for Christ executive
director told us during our
orientation for our trip to
Chitina. “Thank you for making
the effort.”
Jerry is right. Our trip will end
up costing over $7,000 for 5 of
us to travel to the tiny
community of Chitina, Alaska
and do a 5-day Vacation Bible
School program. That does not
include the costs of sleeping on
air mattresses in less than fivestar accommodations. On our
first day, we had only 10 kids
from ages 2 to 10. Is it worth it?

In our Western mindset, we often
think in terms of cost benefit.
We believe that there are limited
resources and we should use
those resources to get the most
bang for our buck. That makes a
lot of sense, but it is not
necessarily the way that God
works.

There are billions of trillions of
stars with billions of trillions of
planets surrounding them. We
just happen to be on one little
piece of rock flying in orbit
around a medium sized star in a
medium sized galaxy. Yet, the
God who created the entire
universe chose to pay attention
to us. He not only specially
created us and entrusted us with
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stewardship of this little rock.
He also loved us so much that
he sent his one and only Son,
who is God in human flesh, to
live and to die for us. The cost
was infinite. The benefit was to
save a tiny planet full of
sinners. It hardly seems worth
it. Yet in God’s eyes, we are
not insignificant. God has
chosen to love us and to
prodigally pour out his grace
on us. For God, the benefit of
saving us was worth
everything.
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This brings us back to Peace’s
Chitina mission trip. From our
limited perspective, the cost is
high; but what is the benefit?
We are bringing a message to
this little community of 100
people. We are sharing with
those ten kids that Jesus loves
them and cares about them
even though they live in a little
tiny community at the end of
the road. We hug them, play
with them, pray with them and
tell them stories about Jesus
who loves them more than
anything. Several parents and
grandparents have joined us
with their kids. The village
staff has eaten lunch with us.
We are sharing with the adults
in the community that someone
cares about them and their
families. We are bringing hope
to a place that desperately
needs hope.
Yesterday, I was standing
outside the trailer of one of the
village employees. He has
been working to build an
outhouse for us.

It wasn’t finished when we
arrived, and so we ended up
staying in the community
center rather than in the trailer
next door to him. He said, “I
can’t believe that you came all
the way out here.”
I said, “We love you guys, and
we want to bring you some
encouragement.” Is it worth it?
I’ll let you decide.

Engage God
Engage Each Other
Engage The World

NATIONAL NIGTH OUT
Lake Tye Park 14964 Fryelands Blvd SE,
Monroe, WA 98272
Tuesday, August 3rd 2021
5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Peace Profiles: John Gose

John Gose Profile
He was a chef for "many a year" until one night he came home and his wife noted the cooking
odors and urged him to find another line of work. That led to a year providing information
technology (IT) support at the Washington State legislature, which he referred to "250 CEOs
of advertising agencies," and a year and a half at Seattle Public Schools. That was in the early
80s, when he was half of the two-person staff providing IT support for the entire Seattle Public
Schools system! John stated that fact in a tone of can-you-believe-it wonder.
He soon switched from the short to the long term, completing a 20-year degree quest, with a
BS in Computer Sciences, finishing 20 years in tech support at Microsoft, and worshipping at
Peace Lutheran for 15 years, during which time he also helped lead worship with the bass
guitar.
He sees his musical contribution as "an anchor," and something that can be tricky without a
focus on two things: the 4/4 beat of most church music and a concentration on the first beat of
four.
Although he could retire at any time, he has just switched from tech support to project
management. His tech support involved visits to major corporations in North America and
Europe, and has mostly supported the cloud since 2012. It's not simple, but it's direct and
clear, and you know when problems are addressed and solved.
By contrast, project management achieves large-scale corporate information technology goals
by managing plans, organization and accountability. The scope of John's project is large and
complex, because it requires agreement from as many as 20 groups and may take as long as
nine months to finalize. John says the process takes a lot of persuasion and nudging; he has
"zero authority," but final responsibility. He said he's just "getting his feet wet," but appears to
be enjoying the challenge.
- Michael Mates
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Worship ~ Study ~ Commune ~ Serve
Worship - Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Masks are no longer required however the CDC and the Snohomish
County Health Department are recommending masks for indoor
gatherings (based on hospital admissions).
Bring the joy of the Lord. It’s great to be together.
“This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
Psalm 118:24

Worship (online and on the phone)
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Our services are also recorded.
Go to YouTube: Peace Lutheran Church
or Facebook: Peace Church Monroe.
You can also call in (602-580-9478). Your access code is 5100526#.
Weekly bulletins are available on our website (peacechurchmonroe.org).
Children’s messages are available, too. Share with your friends and family.

Adult Study
The Old Testament Book of Daniel
Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
We are studying Daniel in preparation for our study of Revelation.
Join us Sunday mornings!

Women’s Bible Study - Monday’s
August 2nd, 9th, and 23rd at 6:30 p.m.

Led by Cara Fleming on Jesus and Women. For more information,
please call or text Cara @ 206-226-4933.

National Night Out - Tuesday August 3rd at 5:30 p.m.
At Lake Tye Park

DORCAS Wednesday August 18 at 9:30 p.m.
Bring a lunch.
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Leadership Team Highlights
August 2021

Participating on the Leadership Team are Brad Feilberg, John Gose, Michael Mates, Deanna
Nowadnick, and Shelley Wallace. We have one open position. Also attending our meetings are
Pastor Todd and Linda Herman, our preschool director. Michael Mates is also our
representative on the Zion School Board.
•

Parsonage Discussions “on hold”
Why?
•

Strategic Urgency
There is no strategic urgency for the church to make a decision regarding the parsonage
at this time. If Pastor Todd were to move out tomorrow, we’ve got enough of a financial
cushion to proceed in good time, thoughtfully and carefully. Looking ahead, a study of
the financial possibilities would be helpful: What might rental income look like? What
could a “housing endowment” look, if we were to sell? What might be a realistic rate of
return should this money be invested? A “safe” withdrawal rate?
Should the church make a decision regarding the parsonage at this time, strategic
urgency falls on Pastor Todd and his family. We don’t want the church to decide to rent
or sell or charge ahead with a new ministry, only to find ourselves tapping our foot,
wondering when he’ll be gone. The housing market is not the easiest to navigate right
now and we want Pastor Todd to be able to make the best decision for him and his
family at the best time.

•

Church Togetherness
Right now we have lots of differing opinions. If we were to take a vote today, we’re not
sure where we’d end up, but we know we’ll end up divided. Coming out of COVID-19
and a time of social distancing, we want us to be able to focus on coming back together,
not trying to mend fences and heal wounds.
As we come together for worship in the next several weeks, we’ll have the opportunity
to regroup and reconnect. We don’t want the parsonage issue to sabotage our efforts. It’s
just not worth it when there’s no strategic urgency.

•

Church Budget for 2021-22
Leadership Team approved proposed budget of $225,582 for fiscal year from August 1,
2021 to July 31, 2022. Budget to be approved by congregation on Sunday, July 25 at
9:00 a.m. congregational meeting.

•

Engaging with the Community
Peace and Little Doves Preschool will be participating in Monroe’s Night Against
Crime. We are also hoping to apply for a “Reconnect” grant through the city. Our One
Parish ~ One Prisoner (OPOP) group continues to work with Jonathan and donations
continue to be gathered for Take the Next Steps. Yea!

Engaging God ~ Engaging Each Other ~ Engaging the World
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Financial News
Special Offerings
Fiscal YTD
Building “10-for-10”
Thrivent Choice
Total

$1420
$ 745
$2165

Special Gifts
Fiscal YTD
Advertising
$ 60
Building
Loan Paydown
$6020
Endowment
$ 439
Memorials
$1863
Missions
Alaska
$ 3010
Asia
$ 1500
Africa (Shauen Trump) $ 355
Take the Next Step
$ 825
PPP Grant
$ 3688
Total
$17,760

Would you like
to give your offerings
online?
Just go to https://
give.cornerstone.cc/
peacemonroe
or access the link

at peacemonroe.org.
It’s easy!
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TREASURER’s REPORT
Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord,
always giving thanks to God the Father for everything,
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 5:19b-20

Given June 2021
Given Fiscal YTD (August 2020-June 2021)
2020-21 Budget (approved July 2020)
Foundation
Salary and Benefits
Administration
Building Loan
Ministries
Reaching Up
Worship
Reaching Out
The World
The Nation
The Region
Reaching In
Education
Spiritual Growth
Fun and Fellowship
Supplies

$ 22,617
$182,109

$195,707

$ 2,400
$ 21,800

$ 6,200

Total $226,107
Assets (as of 6/30/2021)
Checking
Savings
Endowment

$111,644
$ 18,888
$ 45,563

Income v. Expenses
Needed in June 2021
Given in June 2021

$ 18,842
$ 22,617

Needed Year-to-Date
Given Year-to-Date

$207,262
$182,109

Loan Summary
Building Loan (as of May 2021)

$ 41,500

Little Doves

Preschool and Kindergarten

We’re enrolling for 2021-2022 school year!

Additionally, we are bringing back the “Just for Two’s" class this year on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. This is a parent/adult participation class with your child. All necessary
enrollment information and materials are available on the school’s website:
littledovespreschool.com.

Questions? Contact Linda Herman, our director (360-794-7230)
littledovespreschool@gmail.com
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LUNCH BUNCH

Mon 08/09 @ 11:45 a.m.
Buzz Inn Steakhouse : 9900 Airport Way,
Snohomish, WA 98296
Grab a friend. Bring your neighbor.
Call Ken and Nancy, if you need a ride (425-308-9984).

Men’s Breakfast

Sat 08/14 @ 8:00 a.m.
Denny’s: 18824 US-2, Monroe, WA 98272
Bob Johnson: (425-870-0681)

Engaging God

Engaging Each Other ~ Engaging the World
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