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ñI know it is not cheap to come 
on a mission trip to Alaska,ò 
Jerry Simpson, the Alaska 
Mission for Christ executive 
director told us during our 
orientation for our trip to 
Chitina. ñThank you for making 
the effort.ò 
 

Jerry is right.  Our trip will end 
up costing over $7,000 for 5 of 
us to travel to the tiny 
community of Chitina, Alaska 
and do a 5-day Vacation Bible 
School program. That does not 
include the costs of sleeping on 
air mattresses in less than five-
star accommodations. On our 
first day, we had only 10 kids 
from ages 2 to 10.  Is it worth it?   
 

In our Western mindset, we often 
think in terms of cost benefit.  
We believe that there are limited 
resources and we should use 
those resources to get the most 
bang for our buck.  That makes a 
lot of sense, but it is not 
necessarily the way that God 
works. 
 

There are billions of trillions of 
stars with billions of trillions of 
planets surrounding them.  We 
just happen to be on one little 
piece of rock flying in orbit 
around a medium sized star in a 
medium sized galaxy.  Yet, the 
God who created the entire 
universe chose to pay attention 
to us.  He not only specially 
created us and entrusted us with 
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stewardship of this little rock.  
He also loved us so much that 
he sent his one and only Son, 
who is God in human flesh, to 
live and to die for us.  The cost 
was infinite. The benefit was to 
save a tiny planet full of 
sinners.  It hardly seems worth 
it.  Yet in Godôs eyes, we are 
not insignificant.  God has 
chosen to love us and to 
prodigally pour out his grace 
on us.  For God, the benefit of 
saving us was worth 
everything. 
 

This brings us back to Peaceôs 
Chitina mission trip.  From our 
limited perspective, the cost is 
high; but what is the benefit?   
We are bringing a message to 
this little community of 100 
people.  We are sharing with 
those ten kids that Jesus loves 
them and cares about them 
even though they live in a little 
tiny community at the end of 
the road.  We hug them, play 
with them, pray with them and 
tell them stories about Jesus 
who loves them more than 
anything. Several parents and 
grandparents have joined us 
with their kids.  The village 
staff has eaten lunch with us. 
We are sharing with the adults 
in the community that someone 
cares about them and their 
families.  We are bringing hope 
to a place that desperately 
needs hope. 
 

Yesterday, I was standing 
outside the trailer of one of the 
village employees.  He has 
been working to build an 
outhouse for us.  

It wasnôt finished when we 
arrived, and so we ended up 
staying in the community 
center rather than in the trailer 
next door to him.  He said, ñI 
canôt believe that you came all 
the way out here.ò 
 

I said, ñWe love you guys, and 
we want to bring you some 
encouragement.ò Is it worth it?  
Iôll let you decide. 
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